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What is Open Book?
Open Book is a partnership formed between 
Transported and the Lincolnshire library 
service to bring the arts to the libraries 
of Boston and South Holland, offering 
local people the chance to experience 
performance and visual arts in an 
unexpected setting.

The Open Book partnership, 
which was created during the 
second phase of Transported, 
enabled us to commission 
high quality, innovative and 
engaging arts projects to 
tour the static and mobile 
libraries; thus showcasing 
the libraries as key venues 
for the community and as 
fundamental locations for arts 
activities.

As a result, in 2014 
Transported’s Open Book 
strand produced over seventy 
events and engaged over 
one thousand five hundred 
people in the arts, through the 
mobile and static libraries. The 
projects included workshops, 
interactive performances, 
poetry writing and artist 
residencies. 

While 2014’s Open Book 
programme focused on 
offering local people the 

chance to try different 
activities, Open Book’s 2015 
programme is focusing on 
creating sustainability for 
the arts within the libraries 
of Boston Borough and South 
Holland. We hope to give local 
people the opportunity to 
develop skills and interests in 
the arts, help libraries develop 
an infrastructure that can 
support future art events 
and create a legacy in the 
areas that will live on beyond 
Transported.

This year, Open Book has 
programmed over one hundred 
craft workshops and family-
friendly performances by a 
range of exciting companies 
and artists, reaching eighteen 
different locations across 
Lincolnshire.
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Artists from Faceless Arts will travel with the Mobile Library, 
delivering free creative workshops offering users the 
opportunity to make beautiful silk painted bookmarks to keep 
and to share. Faceless Arts are on the mobile library for four 
consecutive months to try to build an audience for the arts in 
the more remote communities of Boston and South Holland.

Faceless Arts has many years’ experience of delivering these 
workshops to all ages and abilities and the workshops are 
suitable for beginners and the more experienced.

The workshops will also give residents of Moulton, Moulton 
Seas End, Swineshead, Lutton and Saracens Head the chance 
to create large community banners.

‘Bookmarks - Pass It On’ with Faceless Arts

“I think this project is a fantastic idea, it will 
get the local community involved in the library 
service and give book borrowers the chance 
to make something that can be enjoyed by 
everyone. It provides them with the opportunity 
to share their own life stories and opinions on 
the books within the local communities, they will 
also pick up a unique artistic skill that they can 
share with friends and family.”

Wendy Gilham

Team Leader                                                                                               
Mobile Libraries

Left: An example of a silk painted 
bookmark, portraying the Boston Stump                                              
Main Image: Silk painting on the mobile 
library (Images: Tony Wade, Faceless Arts)

“This is our second project for 
Transported after our successful 
Wired for Creativity workshops last 
year.  We are really looking forward 
to working with the communities in 
South Holland and Boston Borough 
again.”

Tony Wade

Creative Director                                           
Faceless Arts



‘Bookworms’, which has been 
commissioned by Transported  
in 2015, is a playful, energetic 
performance that is performed 
in ten to thirty minute sections.  
Using a cart full of books, the 
three actors bring various books 
to life with references that appeal 
to all ages, from Goldilocks and 
the Three Bears to the Last Tango 
in Paris. 

Through the Open Book 
partnership, the family-friendly 
performance is travelling to 

twelve different villages on the 
mobile library route , and will 
also tour six libraries around 
the county, including Holbeach, 
Pinchbeck, Crowland, Long 
Sutton, Boston and Spalding.

Lincolnshire-based Rhubarb 
Theatre, have over fifteen 
years of experience in creating 
and performing comedy and 
educational pieces. The company 
have toured the UK, performing at 
festivals including Latitude and 
Glastonbury.

‘Bookworms’ by Rhubarb Theatre

 “Rhubarb Theatre are 
excited to link up with 
Lincolnshire libraries – 
“Bookworms” is all about 
promoting a love of books 
and stories, so it feels 
absolutely right to be 
performing in them.’”

Kirsty Mead 

Artistic Director/Actor 
Rhubarb Theatre
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In Autumn 2015 The Eloquent Fold - artists Carole 
Miles and Phiona Richards - will be back in 
Lincolnshire, hosting book / print making sessions 
at Boston, Long Sutton and Spalding Libraries for 
one morning or afternoon over the course of four 
weeks per library. The Eloquent Fold love books; 
seeing them as a doorway to knowledge, an escape 
to adventure, and pathway to new horizons. The 
workshop theme has been inspired by Transported’s 
overarching theme, Open Book. 

During the workshops, participants will use images 

which may been seen and passed in their daily lives, 
as a framework for the contents of their books. It 
will be an opportunity to collect information about 
what, how and why people need or want to be 
creative in the future. 

Participants will experiment with printmaking, 
drawing, photography, calligraphy, stitching, 
personal memorabilia, collage, and paper 
engineering to make their Big Ideas books. Each 
person will have a book to keep and a book to fill and 
leave with the Small Library of Big Ideas.

‘A Small Library of Big Ideas’ with The Eloquent Fold

The Eloquent Fold creative workshops (Images: Electric Egg)

‘‘We are delighted to be back in Lincolnshire for our third year, and are very 
keen to continue building our relationship with the area and the community. 
We have a deep love of books, seeing them as a doorway to knowledge, an 
escape to adventure, and pathway to new horizons.”

Carole Miles & Phiona Richards

Artists, The Eloquent Fold



“There is currently a perception that 
the community ‘at large’ does not value 
libraries, and this is also a challenge that 
faces many parts of the arts sector.   We 
cannot argue that this perception is 
inaccurate or wrong.  However, we can 
do many things that can help change that 
perception for the better.

So why  should we bring art into the 
library?  I have worked in both the library 
and art/heritage sector for many years, 
and it is very clear to me that the arts 
and library sectors have a lot in common, 
and therefore by working together this 
can help benefit the local community 
even more.  Both have a shared vision 
of promoting culture, learning and 
social wellbeing.   Both are passionate 
about what they do, and want the local 

community to share with them the 
benefits; they wish to inspire people 
to try new things and learn.  They both 
want people to feel empowered to do 
something that they will enjoy, and 
encourage others to join in.

Together libraries and the art sector are 
stronger, as both can improve a person’s 
life in a significant way.  This includes for 
example helping improve concentration 
skills, improving personal confidence and 
presentation skills, social interaction, 
and a greater appreciation of our local 
communities.”

Ron Frayne

Area Manager Libraries East

A Final Word
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For more information

Transported is a strategic, community-focused programme which 
aims to get more people in Boston Borough and South Holland 
enjoying and participating in arts activities.  It is supported through 
the Creative People and Places initiative

01406 701006 or 01406 701013
www.transportedart.com  

     transportedart   

 @TransportedArt 

To find out more about Open Book, visit this 
link: http://www.transportedart.com/projects/
current-projects/open-book/
To find out more about the Lincolnshire Library 
Service, visit this link: http://www.lincolnshire.
gov.uk/residents/discover-libraries/
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